Dear friends,

In Houston, the fourth largest and most
culturally diverse city in the nation,
where almost 25% of the population
are foreign born, there are few nonprofit immigration service providers
experienced in humanitarian-based
immigration legal services, who also
offer services at no charge.
Justice for Our Neighbors is a national non-profit organization founded
in 1996 as an immigration ministry of the United Methodist Church.
Located in the Greater East End of Houston, JFON Houston is the only
full time, full immigration legal services provider in the area.

Legal Services We Provide
FAMILY
Adjustment of Status
Consular Processing
Family Petitions
Work Permits

HUMANITARIAN
DACA
VAWA
U visa
Asylum
Removal Defense
TPS

CITIZENSHIP
Citizenship
Naturalization

It has been said that the strength and
integrity of a nation can be measured by
the way it treats the weak, the vulnerable,
and those in need. For centuries our
nation has stood as a beacon of hope and
a pillar of strength for this very reason.
“Give me your tired, your poor, your
huddled masses yearning to breathe
free... I lift my lamp beside the golden
door.” These words, etched on the bottom
of the Statute of Liberty, expresses the
true heart and soul of this nation: in
America, when we have more fortune, we
build a larger table and not a higher wall.
It is in this same spirit that we at JFON
Houston are hosting our first annual
breakfast event themed Love Your
Neighbor. The objective is to inform
and educate our friends and partners on
immigration-related issues and needs, as
well as highlight the increasing demand
for direct immigration legal services and
how JFON Houston makes a difference
in the lives of very vulnerable people who
come to our shores seeking for help.
The only way we have been able to do
what we’ve done is through the generosity
of friends like you. It will also be through
the continued generosity of our friends
and partners that we can increase our
capacity to offer legal
representation to
deserving individuals
and families.
Manne Favor
Executive Director

Besides the high demand for
immigration legal services, one of
the largest gaps is the provision of
immigration legal services for victims
of domestic violence and sexual assault.
Recent studies show that fewer immigrants are reporting domestic
abuse to authorities in the greater Houston area. Numbers from 2018,
showed a 16 percent drop in domestic violence reports from Hispanic
immigrants, although there was significant growth in the Hispanic
community, now about 44 percent of the population, during the same
time period.
Victimization occurs when a significant other tries to take over a
person’s life, withholds funds for food and personal care, tries to
isolate the person from their family and friends, is abusive, either
verbally, mentally, physical, sexually, or all manners. Many abusers
threaten to report the immigrant to authorities for deportation if the
person reports the abuse to police.

“

“

I can’t believe
that people
who don’t
even know
me are
willing to give
their money
so you guys
can help
me and my
children.

MARIELA
JFON Client

307 individuals were served by JFON in 2019

161 WOMEN
113 MEN

33 CHILDREN

15% of clients served by

JFON in 2019 were victims
of domestic violence and/or
sexual assault
Although JFON Houston currently
provides services for victims, it is
limited in the number of cases it is able
to accept, and individuals it can serve,
due to capacity. JFON Houston staff are
often forced to refer these prospective
clients to other local agencies, who
themselves are often at capacity.

Your financial support will allow
JFON Houston expand its
capacity and serve more victims.
Funding from this source will enable JFON Houston to expand
its capacity by extending direct immigration legal services
to at least 35 additional individuals this year, who qualify for
humanitarian based petitions such as VAWA, U Visa and asylum.
It may also include representation of immigrants in removal
proceedings. This project provides free immigration legal
services to individuals at or below 200% of the Federal Poverty
Guidelines.
The impact of this project will help reduce domestic violence, by
giving victims the opportunity to leave their abusers. Survivors
will also be less likely to return to their abusers because they
are financially self-sustaining. Counseling at organizations
partnered with JFON Houston will provide survivors the
opportunity to understand domestic violence and sexual assault,
and give survivors the tools needed to help protect themselves in
the future.
You may make a one time gift or set up scheduled
donations at jfonhouston.org/donate
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