The
Easter
Project
A CHURCH EXPERIENCE IN RESURRECTION

“And God raised
the Lord and will
also raise us up
by his power.”
1 Corinthians 6:14

What is The Easter Project?
The pandemic irrevocably altered our ways of life–how we worship and gather, how we learn,
how we care for each other, and even how we feed our families. We’re in a period of adjustment
and grief from the people we have lost, the relationships that have evolved, and the total shift in
our daily lives.
2020 was like a year-long Good Friday, the night Jesus died on the cross. But here’s the thing,
Jesus rose again.
What would we do today if we believed in a God of resurrection? Of new life? That’s what
The Easter Project is about. It’s about making a prayerful choice to give from our blessings and
embracing that we can come back to life. It’s standing in the wake of everything we’ve been
through and dedicating our life to a Savior who has conquered the grave. We know that Easter
Sunday is coming.

resurrection
Dear loved ones,
We can’t bring back our old reality, but we
can build something new. We can live again.
The Easter Project is about revitalizing
Clear Lake United Methodist Church by
bringing our hearts and our campus back
to life in 2021.
That’s why we are setting an intention to
add indoor worship options in addition
to our online options for Palm Sunday,
March 28, and Easter Sunday, April 4,
if our local health leaders indicate that
COVID-19 risk is declining. Still, whether
we’re in the building, the parking lot or on
the lawn, on Easter we’ll be partaking in
an important step towards resurrection
together with a hope for the future.
In the coming weeks leading up to Easter
Sunday you will be invited to go on a
journey of discovery and prayer. We will
all read the devotional book, “A Generous
Life,” as we are challenged to examine
generosity from a biblical perspective.

We will hear stories from people who are
in different places in their journey and
learn how they have come to understand
giving as an expression of their faith.
Then, on Palm Sunday we will give you
an opportunity to be empowered by
completing your 2021 Estimate of Giving
Card online, in person, or by mail. We’re
moving away from scarcity and fear and
into a mindset of abundance and creation.
Even though how we do our ministry has
changed, our God-given vision has not.
Our two directives to create pathways to
Christ and to strengthen our partnership
with Clear Lake City Elementary will guide
us during The Easter Project and beyond.
Are you ready to come to life again?
Your pastors,
Rev. Charles Anderson
Rev. Preston Morgan

2021

Where does
my gift go?

Ministry Impact Plan*

• 3 Weekly Worship Services
• Drive-In Worship and preparing the campus for a
safe return
• Reaching new disciples (18 new members and
13 baptisms in 2020)

Worship and Music
27.4%

• Introducing children to Christ through Vacation Bible
School and other programs

Adult
Discipleship
12.5%

• Connecting youth and adults to other believers through
Connect Groups and Bible Studies
• Meeting the needs of 520 students at Clear Lake City Elementary

“When COVID came it came suddenly, immediately, we started collecting
thousands of specimens a day. And during the first surge, I was so tired, I was
working 12-15 hours a day for weeks, and I thought, ‘I just can’t do this.’
And my church family and my life-together family, they all prayed for me.
And God answered. Every morning, the alarm rang, and I went to work and got
everything done that I could get done, and the next morning I would get up and
do it again. And I could not have done that by myself. It was trulyPam McShane
Church Member
a chance to see God at work to help me heal others.”

Biorepository Core Manager, Methodist Hospital

Pastoral Care and
Member Support
17.7%
Debt**
6.5%

Stewardship is not our way of raising a budget. It
is God’s way of raising disciples. Each of us is on
a journey that begins with an understanding of
God’s blessings in our life. When we realize
how we have been blessed with health,
family, breath, life, relationships, and
grace, and we can see the impact our
generosity makes in others’ lives.

Outreach and
Missions
21.7%
Children
and Youth
14.2%

Your gifts through Clear Lake
UMC matter. Because of
your faithful giving, we were
able to renegotiate a more
favorable interest rate on our
loan. This means that our
monthly mortgage payments
drop from $22,240/month
to $16,195/month in 2021.
That frees up $72,540/year for
mission, ministry, and meeting
the needs of people.

*Based on 2020 expenses and 2021 projections.
**MinimumdebtpaymentsonourWesleyCentermortgagewilltotal
$194,340 in 2021.

The Giving
Map

Stewardship is directly
linked to our journey
of discipleship.
How we use our resources is primarily a spiritual issue, not a financial one. The quality of that
decision is determined by the spiritual condition of our hearts. Each of us will be invited to pray,
“God where do You want me to be in my giving?” as we seek to grow in our life of discipleship.

Locate where you are on the map. Then pray “God, what steps do you want me to take in
my giving?” to determine your 2021 estimate of giving.

START HERE

3 INTENTIONAL Giver
Increase percent of income

Begin to give 10% of your income

1 BEGINNING Giver

2 GROWING Giver

5 VISIONARY Giver

Set a goal to give a specific amount

Give a planned percent of income

4 BIBLICAL Giver

Give beyond 10% of your income

Jesus said, “Give, and it will be
given to you... for the measure
you give will be the measure you
get back.”
Luke 6:38-39
Well, the Easter Project is a lot easier than that, but it is a significant step
towards trusting and giving to God. We are inviting every household to assess
where they are on The Giving Map, pray “God, where do you want me to be in my
giving?”, and chart a path to where God is leading you. It’s helpful to think about
each step as an incremental increase in giving as a percentage of your income.

The Realm
Giving Portal
When you sign into your secure Realm Account at
clearlakemethodist.org/give, you’ll be able to access
features that will help you keep up with your
generosity goals.

Put God first in your financial goals.
2021 MINISTRY FUNDING

Giving tab

Whetheryourpreferredgivingmethod
is online, Auto-Give, or cash and
check, all of your giving history will
be able to be seen in one place.

After you return your Estimate of
Giving Card, you’ll be able to see
your giving goal under the Pledge
progress bar in Realm.

Don’t have a Realm login?
Contact our Finance Office at 832-240-4902 for an invitation to access your secure account.

As we learn to trust God more and follow Christ’s teaching more faithfully, we learn to
depend less on ourselves and more on God, relinquishing attitudes and habits that impede
our relationship with God. Regular scheduled gifts make sharing from your blessings
a convenient part of your faith practice. Here are three ways to make your generosity
automatic and effortless.

Online Giving Through Your
Secure Realm Account
Schedule gifts on-demand and change
your donation amount as needed.

Schedule Monthly Gifts
Through Auto-Give

Use the Online Bill Pay Feature
from Your Bank Account

Auto-Give is an automatic monthly
If you are already pay bills through your
financial gift to Clear Lake United
banking website, this is an easy way to
MethodistChurchthroughElectronicFunds incorporategenerosityintoyourbudget.
Transfer (EFT) from your bank account.

What would you give if you deep down truly
believed in the resurrection of Jesus?
On Sunday, March 28, we will ask you to return an Estimate of Giving Card that states your household’s
personalgenerositygoalfor2021basedonthepercentageofyourincomethatyouhearGodcallingyouto
grow towards. Your Estimate of Giving should include any financial gifts you have made or intend to make
from January 1 to December 1, 2021.
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Frequently
Asked Questions
Why should I think about my generosity
in terms of percentage of my income?

Percentage giving means we are challenged to
give first to God rather than whatever amount
is left over. Setting an intention to give a certain
percentage of our income makes our spiritual
growth goals more measurable and achievable.

Do I include what I have already given
so far in 2021?

The giving period for The Easter Project is
January 1 - December 31, 2021. You should add
any gifts that you have made to date in your total
Estimate of Giving for 2021.

What if my financial situation changes?

We are here to support you through all challenges in
your life. You can adjust your Estimate of Giving at
any time during the year by contacting our Finance
Office, and we also invite you to contact one of our
pastors to support you in prayer and care.

Other questions? Contact Jody at jody@clearlakemethodist.org

Are there additional ways besides cash
that I can give through Clear Lake United
Methodist Church?

You might find God calling you to share appreciated
assets such as stocks or accumulated assets,
charitable IRA distributions, and stored resources.
For answers and assistance with gifts of property or
stock, please contact our Finance Office.

What if I am new around here?

If you are ready for it, this is a perfect time for you
to join in supporting, loving, and praying for each
other during this spiritually stretching season.

When are we coming back to campus?
Our Transition Task Force met for weeks and used available research to create a
methodical approach for returning to campus based on metrics like COVID-19 cases in
our area and our ability to secure enough sanitation supplies and protective equipment
for our exemplary hygiene efforts.
The COVID-19 situation is challenging, but we are doing everything we can to keep
you and our community safe while preparing for your return. From purchasing new
handwashing stations to installing livestream equipment in Wesley Center, we are
working with the intention of adding indoor worship options to our routine by Palm
Sunday and Easter. But, we are humbled to remember that we’re still on God’s time.
You can find our most recent updates and explore our Transition Task Force report at clearlakemethodist.org/COVID19

Gratitude
Prayer
Sealed by Faith
These principles of “GPS” found in the
“A Generous Life: 28 Days of Devotion”
book will help you navigate your
destination on The Giving Map and find
your unique role in The Easter Project. We
are providing a copy of this book for every
household in Clear Lake United Methodist
Church so that we can challenge our
generosity from a biblical perspective.
We encourage you to take just a moment
each day to calibrate your “GPS” starting
on March 1 and ending on Palm Sunday,
March 28. Each day shares a short story
that will take you about 2 minutes to read
and includes space to write a reflection
and engage in a daily challenge.

WEEK 1:
Born to be Generous
March 1 - March 7
WEEK 2:
Grounded in Gratitude
March 8 - March 14
WEEK 3:
Revealed through Prayer
March 15 - March 21
WEEK 4:
Sealed by Faith
March 22 - March 28

Join us
in prayer.
A prayer team will be praying weekly
for you and Clear Lake United Methodist
Church each week during The Easter
Project, and we will make opportunities
available for you to join the whole
congregation in prayer. Here are some
prayers you can repeat throughout the
coming weeks.

Holy Spirit, open my heart
to the path you have in mind
for me. May your wisdom
guide my decisions about
my financial blessings. May
I learn to trust you for my
own well-being and provision
while learning to give
extravagantly to your church.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Dearest Lord, you have blessed my life in abundance.
I thank you for the gift of your church, where your
presence is revealed here on earth. May the offerings
I give be a true reflection of my love for you, Lord.
May I be the hands and the feet of Jesus Christ
through my gifts. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

clearlakemethodist.org/EasterProject
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